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May 19, 2020 

At camp this week, the wildflowers are in bloom and the wild turkeys are defending 

their nests. Snowgrass farm on Little Chumstick is preparing their second weekly harvest for 

distribution. The rhythm of life in forest and farm continues as it has for millennia, here in the 

central cascades and around the world. God's grace is easy to find at camp, which helps us 

find perspective beyond the immediate upheaval in our daily lives. 

Camrec is a place built to provide retreat and reflection, which amplifies the sense of loss 

as we continue to be closed to groups at a time when our work is badly needed. 

The arrival of COVID-19, with the loss of life and economic destruction that came with it 

has changed almost everything about our daily lives. We find ourselves in a situation where the 

responsible choice for many of us is to seemingly do nothing. For those of who are not essential 

workers, our work in this moment is to pause our daily lives and through that pause, allow time 

for healing as individuals and as a community.  

SUMMER CAMP - It is in this context that I report that the Camrec board of directors 

affirmed the recommendation of the program committee to cancel summer camp for 2020. This 

was a difficult but necessary decision in light of the Governors phased re-opening plan and more 

specifically the recognition that independent of the restrictions in place this summer, Camrec 

simply isn't equipped to insure the safety of campers, counselors and volunteers this year. The 

pause of 2020 follows a challenging year in 2019 that resulted from the unexpected loss of camp 

directors early in the year. The board and staff of Camrec intent to use this time to plan and lay 

the groundwork to insure a successful 2021. 

We are grateful to the program committee for work accomplished.  A Summer Camp 

Director was in place and planning and recruitment of staff was set to begin in March.  Thank 

you to our congregations and other involved individuals for your support and prayers for Camrec 

and staff.  I am confident that we will appreciate Camrec all the more when circumstances allow 

us to return to sending our children to Summer Camp as well as gathering for our other events. 

 

Peace, 

Glenn Burkholder                                  Derrell Ness 

WMF Board Chairperson                      Camp Camrec Executive Director 

 


